


 



Dear Families, 
 
Happy Support Staff Week 
 
Thank you to our marvellous Support Staff at St Pat’s. We are so lucky to have such 
wonderful support and we sincerely thank you for all the hard work the support staff 
do for our school community. Thank you to Miss Ryan for organising the amazing 
morning tea and the teachers for their support. 
 
“Our common task, then, is a missionary one. We have been anointed and sent with the gos-
pel of Jesus Christ into our families, our local neighbourhoods, and the wider society. How do 
we do this? Well, a good start might be to get the soil of our culture under our fingernails as 
we plant seeds of grace and peace. Pray for one another; befriend each other. Forgive, and 
seek forgiveness. Barrack for Gospel Joy, not just your footy team. Make mercy our calling 
card and healing our gift. Be open, warm and honest in the way we attend to others. Nurture 
a faith that trusts, a hope that encourages, and a love that is tender. This is what it means to 
proclaim Jesus Christ, because it is what Jesus Christ proclaimed.” - Archbishop Peter 
Comensoli’s Mass of Installation homily 
 
Review 
Thank you to staff and community members for supporting the school with our Exter-
nal Review days.  The Review Panel were so impressed with our welcome and hos-
pitality. Thank you to the P&F for the amazing catering which is always popular with 
our visitors. I was so proud of our school community as the Review Panel reflected 
on what they heard throughout the 2 days and expressed this by saying: 

 
A defining feature of the school is the sense of community and belonging. Staff recognise 
that parents take an active interest in their child's learning and feel there is effective collabo-
ration between home and school to optimise student learning and wellbeing. Many opportu-
nities for parent involvement are provided and parents are proactive in networking with each 
other. Recognising the essential role that families have in enhancing learning outcomes and 
student wellbeing, leadership is keen to strengthen partnerships with parents to support stu-
dent learning. The school also intends to focus on building connections with local and global 
communities to enrich learning.  
 
 



School Advisory Council 
Our School Advisory Council comprises of Fr. Eric, Liz McIntyre , Michelle Dunn, Joy Obi, 
Sue Dunn, Katherine Comitti , Charl Greyvensteyn and Simon Jones, Michelle Howard 
and Leon Moloney. The Advisory Council is an Advisory body in the school. They do a 
wonderful job at providing support for the development of our school community. 
 

EXCITING TIMES AHEAD AT ST PATRICK’S! 
 
Parent involvement in children’s home learning can be fostered in a variety of ways, in-

cluding: 

  asking questions about what children are learning, encouraging and supporting 

children to complete homework; 

  helping to teach organisational and self-study skills, such as keeping notebooks 

organised, and creating time and space for learning activities; 

  showing an interest in children’s learning, listening to them talk about their day; 

  engaging with the information distributed by schools (via Facebook, email, web-
site, etc); and providing access to learning resources, such as trips to the library and mate-

rials to complete homework. 

Most importantly, these strategies create a range of ways that connect the home and pri-
mary school environments. By being engaged and interested in their children’s activities 
outside the school, parents can be powerful supporters of their children’s learn-
ing.  (Extract from: Why it matters to transform parent involvement from early childhood to 

primary school) 

Exciting day for this Friday… 

Everyone is welcome to our STEAM Learning Expo this Friday 17th August in the 
school hall. The first session is 1:30-3:00pm and the second session is from 3:15-6:00pm. 
Thank you to the team at St Pat’s for the amazing work that has been put into our expo. 

Book Week/Grandparents Day 
 
This is a day where we dress up and share our love of literature and learning to our 
Grandparents and Special Friends. It is a wonderful opportunity to engage our families in 
the learning experiences we have at school. Everyone is warmly welcome to our Book 
Week Parade on Friday 24th August. 



 
Wear your Footy Colours...  
 
To all the Dads, Grandpas, carers, parishioners. Come and have a couple of 
hours participating/watching footy activities and eating a sausage with us at St 
Patrick’s Father’s Day Celebration from 5:00pm-7:00pm  on Friday 31st August. 
Everyone welcome. 
 
Congratulations 
 
Congratulations to Maryanne Comitti on being asked by the Assistant Director of 
Catholic Education Ballarat to present at the annual Religious Education Confer-
ence. Maryanne is a keynote speaker on the work we have been doing at St 
Patrick’s on Learning Walks for families in Religious Education and how we have 
implemented Professional Learning and Spiritual Growth across our school. 
 
Good luck to all the footballers as the home and away season draws to a close. 
Have a great weekend, 
 
Liz 
 



 CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK- AUGUST 18th-25th 
Children's Book Week is the longest running children's festival 

in Australia. This year's theme is "Find Your Treasure". 
To celebrate this national event we will be having a DRESS UP 

DAY ON FRIDAY AUGUST 24th. Students are asked to come 
to school on this day dressed as their favourite book character. 

A special assembly will be held in the multipurpose hall 
at 9am for students from all classes to parade their costumes. 
All parents, grandparents, carers and friends are welcome to 

come along and view the wonderful characters that will be on 
display. 

GRANDPARENTS' /SPECIAL PERSONS'  DAY- AUGUST 24th 
We would like to invite as many grandparents/special persons 

as possible to come along to our BOOK WEEK DRESS UP 

 PARADE in the hall at 9am on Friday, August 24th.  

Following the parade, grandparents/special  

persons are invited to visit classrooms during the Literacy 
block (9.20-10.30) to spend some time with the children 

 reading books. The adults are encouraged to bring along a  

favourite book from their own younger days to share with the 
children and to stay for a light brunch in the hall from 10.30 

onwards. 



 

LITERACY/NUMERACY WEEK   

SEPTEMBER 3rd - 9th 
National Literacy/Numeracy Week is 

 celebrated each year to highlight the 

 importance of Literacy and Numeracy skills 
for all Australian students. 

 
On WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 5th from 

6.30- 7.30 pm we will be hosting a FAMILY 
ACTIVITY EVENING at the school where 

 parents and children are invited to come 
along and participate in an enjoyable night 

of fun Literacy and Numeracy games.  

Please keep this date free. 
 

For some fun, educational ideas and  

practical activities to support your child's 

 Literacy and Numeracy learning, visit the 
following website:- 

www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au  

http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/


 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you so much to our St Patrick’s community who contrib-
uted to this years Project Compassion fundraiser over Lent.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Thank you so much to 
those who have kindly offered to support our St Patrick’s Food 
Bank.  We are in the process of collating information and a let-

ter will be sent out shortly. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Marshmallow Tower Challenge. 
What a great response we have had to our Marshmallow  

Tower STEM challenge.  Worksheets and photos have been  
collated and a winner will be announced tomorrow at the  

opening of our STEAM expo. 
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AUSTRALIA’S CATHOLICS RESPOND GENEROUSLY TO GLOBAL POVERTY  

Many thousands of supporters across parishes and schools across have joined in solidarity with the 

world’s poor donating more than $10.8 million to Caritas Australia’s Project Compassion campaign.  

Caritas Australia is the Catholic Church’s aid and development agency and part of one of the largest 

humanitarian networks in the world.  

Held annually over the six weeks of Lent, Project Compassion raises awareness and funds to address 

extreme poverty and promote justice across the world.  

This year’s Project Compassion theme of “For a Just Future” highlighted the role that young people 

have to play in the solutions to the challenges facing their societies globally.  

Caritas Australia’s Chief Executive Officer, Paul O’Callaghan, thanked supporters and communities 

across Australia for their support.  

“Lent is the time of year when we put our faith into action through prayer, fasting and almsgiving,”  

Mr O’Callaghan said.  

“For more than 50 years, Project Compassion has helped change the lives of millions people.  

The generosity of our supporters makes this possible. With this support, Caritas Australia is able to go 

wherever the challenges are greatest, empowering communities to eradicate poverty.”  

During Project Compassion, the stories of young people from Nepal, Cambodia, Jordan, Australia, 

Mozambique and the Philippines were shared.  

Money raised during Project Compassion goes towards Caritas Australia’s humanitarian and long term 

development programs in Africa, Asia, Latin America, the Pacific and with Australia’s First Peoples.  

Last year, Caritas Australia reached over 2 million people directly.  

To learn more about Caritas Australia and Project Compassion visit: https://www.caritas.org.au/

projectcompassion  

Caritas media contact: Nicole Clements on 0408 869 833 or Susan Duric on 0407 536 130 or email 

caritasmedia@caritas.org.au.  

https://www.caritas.org.au/projectcompassion
https://www.caritas.org.au/


St Patrick's Primary School would like to invite you to 
our  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) 

 
 

 

Showcasing students learning.  
Discover the fun of STEAM through hands on  

activities.  
 

Friday 17th August, 2018.  
 

Interactive times with students: 1.30pm - 3:00pm 
 

Gallery walk through times: 3.15pm - 6.00pm  
 

Where: St Patrick's Primary School  
Multipurpose Hall  

 
 

HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 
 

Any queries please see Ms Comitti. Thankyou  



Grade 3/4 Ballarat Camp 2018 

 

In Week 3 the Grade 3 and 4 students were super excited when they gathered in the hall with 
all of their bags to head to Ballarat for their 3 day, 2 night camp. 
 

We arrived at Sovereign Hill and quickly had some morning tea before stepping back in time 
and into the 1850’s. As we walked up the dirt main street we heard a commotion. A lady from 
the Post Office had just received an urgent telegram and she raced out to share it with the lo-
cal police officer. A thief was heading our way and we were on the lookout for him. As we 
walked along the street, looking in the shops and listening to the interesting conversations 
around us we saw the stage coach pull up. Inside, was a man fitting the description of the thief 
who was wanted by the police. We quickly and loudly and very enthusiastically pointed that out 
to the police officer who happened to be nearby. We had made our first citizen’s arrest...what a 
terrific start to our camp adventure. 
 

For the rest of the day we went down the Red Hill Mine, watched a gold pour, went bowling 
and generally browsed around the township. The highlight was the confectionary shop and we 
also saw a man make Raspberry Drops. They were delicious. 
 

That afternoon we went back to camp and unpacked before we had a quick dinner of roast and 
vegetables with mousse for dessert. All the kids LOVED the vegies. We then got back on the 
bus and went back to Sovereign Hill to the theatre where we watched a re-enactment of the 
trial of one of the Eureka Stockade miners and an hilarious pantomime. When we got back to 
camp that night we all headed to our cabins for some sleep. 
 

Bright and early the next morning, we went for breakfast before heading to the Gold Museum. 
There was $5 million worth of gold right there before our eyes. We saw some amazing histori-
cal artifacts, tried on some ladies bonnets, listened to some educational information and had a 
wonderful time browsing around the museum. 
 

Then we headed back to Sovereign Hill where we started the day roaming around the town-
ship looking in some of the little cottages before we headed into one of the classrooms. We 
tried on some more outfits, wrote with quills in 1850’s joined handwriting, played the wooden 
cup and ball game and learnt some incredible facts about life during the Gold Rush. 
 

From there we went candle dipping, rode on the horse and cart, climbed the poppet-head and 
went gold panning. Some of us found our fortunes - minute flecks of gold - which we collected 
in tiny bottles. It gave us a really good understanding of how hard and difficult it was for the 
miners. From there we went and inspected the Chinese section of the township which included 
their living arrangements and shops. We watched a video about what life was like for the Chi-
nese miners. 
 

After another long, but exciting day, we went back to camp where we played some games out-
side before dinner and then settled in to watch a movie. 
 

On our last day of camp we headed straight to the Eureka Stockade museum. It was incredible 
to be on the actual site where the battle took place and we saw the original flag. We played on 
the playground and managed to get on the bus before the rain set in for our trip home. 
 

We would like to thank Allistair Geehan, Michelle Dunn and Miss Ryan for helping us have 
such a brilliant camp. We very much appreciate all that you did for us. 
 

Miss Toomey and Mrs Groves 



 



 

Learning Support Staff Morning Tea 



TERM 3  

  Important Dates 
 

 

Friday 17th August  

        NO Assembly due to STEAM expo 

Friday 24th Aug       

       Book Week Parade & Grandparents Day 

Friday 31st August  

     Footy Colours Day and Fathers Day  

evening BBQ and activities 

Wednesday  5th Sept 

Family Literacy / Numeracy  Activities 

night 6:30pm -  7:30pm 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 


