


 



 

The Faith Play GodStart Reading: Faith by Anne Rennie illustrates reflections on prayer and 
thanksgiving enhanced by St Mary MacKillop 

 

Faith Anne Rennie 

 

A SERENDIPITOUS spelling error in a student presentation on Mary Mackillop got 
me thinking about what we do to nurture our souls. The dear girl had been talking 
about Mary being the soul (instead of sole) provider of her family in 1850’s Mel-
bourne. It had fallen on Mary’s young shoulders to look after the family, as her fa-
ther’s income and employment were erratic. Charity for Mary really did begin at 
home. 
We have internet providers and service providers and health providers in a world that 
sometimes seems spiritually barren? 
Prayer is one such avenue of provision, a means of nourishment, a well that never 
runs dry. Prayer features in our daily homeroom. It is our opening up to God and I 
explain the sign of the cross as a readiness and receptivity. It must be executed rev-
erently, not casually. We are then orientated, albeit briefly, to the sacred, before the 
business of timetable changes and lost property announcements. 
I love that the students pray for each other unselfconsciously, collectively and with a 
community warmth that translates into more than a wish that things get better. A child 
can share their concerns or hurts or joys. They can pray for victory at netball or for 
those suffering the torments of natural disasters or terrorism in faraway lands. They 
can count their daily blessings of good health, play lunch knowing they sleep safely 
at night. The “Lord hear our prayer” chorused response of the 25 others who have 
witnessed this small petition is charged with another-worldly grace. 
Education is so much more than literacy and numeracy and becoming a productive 
economic unit. It is also about soul searching and finding. 
Prayer can provide a new learning about self when ego is left behind and silence 
embraced and we wait for an inner whisper. The beauty of prayer is that the opening 
of our hearts is as natural as the opening of a flower, wrote the Benedictine priest 
John Main. 
If the young people who share our lives are enabled to appreciate beautiful words 
and melodies, to see the magic in the moon and the sun setting fire to the horizon at 
the end of the day, and to thank God for this, then their souls will indeed be nour-
ished. 
Used with the permission of Ann Rennie 



 CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK- AUGUST 18th-25th 
Children's Book Week is the longest running children's festival 

in Australia. This year's theme is "Find Your Treasure". 
To celebrate this national event we will be having a DRESS UP 

DAY ON FRIDAY AUGUST 24th. Students are asked to come 
to school on this day dressed as their favourite book character. 

A special assembly will be held in the multipurpose hall 
at 9am for students from all classes to parade their costumes. 
All parents, grandparents, carers and friends are welcome to 

come along and view the wonderful characters that will be on 
display. 

GRANDPARENTS' /SPECIAL PERSONS'  DAY- AUGUST 24th 
We would like to invite as many grandparents/special persons 

as possible to come along to our BOOK WEEK DRESS UP 
 PARADE in the hall at 9am on Friday, August 24th.  

Following the parade, grandparents/special  
persons are invited to visit classrooms during the Literacy 
block (9.20-10.30) to spend some time with the children 

 reading books. The adults are encouraged to bring along a  
favourite book from their own younger days to share with the 
children and to stay for a light brunch in the hall from 10.30 

onwards. 
 



In Grade 1/2 C we are well into our learning for Term 3.  In writing there is a strong 
focus of increasing the students quality of work, concentrating on correct letter for-
mation, punctuation, sentence structure and quality. Students have written their 
own re-tell of the Cinderella fairy tale and have followed this by writing a sequence 
to their re-tell.  Reading focuses continue to be on ensuring students are develop-
ing their decoding skills and comprehending what they are reading. All students are 
really enjoying reading our new books which were donated by Parents & Friends 
after their major raffle. In Religion we are looking at Stories and their meaning and 
how we all have our own opinions on stories and this is ok.  During Inquiry the chil-
dren are enjoying reading, exploring and discussing fairy tales. Grade one maths 
students are working on counting in 2s,5s &10s and with patterns. 
In Grade two maths children are looking at subtraction with two-digit numbers. 
Children are really enjoying their STEAM learning and we are beginning to finalise 
our display ready for our STEAM expo.   

 
Good education plants seeds when we are young, and these continue to bear 

fruit throughout life.  (Pope Francis. Laudate Si' para 213.) 

Food Bank 
We are hoping to start a Food Bank within our school community and are 

seeking your support. 
 

What: 
The food bank would consist of wonderful volunteers in our school community 
who have cooked meals that can be frozen.  Containers will be available from 
the school office for the food that volunteers make. Meals will need to be 

nut free and have ingredients listed (for food allergies/intolerance purposes) 
and the date the meal was prepared.   

Donations of soup/muffins/cake/slices are also welcome. 
 

Who: 
The meals will be distributed to families in our School Community at a time 

when they could benefit from a pre-prepared home cooked meal.  
 It is a lovely way to help people who have just had a baby, had an illness or 

death in the family or just need a helping hand. 
 

How: 
If you know of any family who could benefit from a meal, you simply advise 

Mrs McIntyre or Ms Comitti and we will ensure a meal is sent home or  
delivered to the family home. 

 
The aim will be to have a minimum supply of food in the food bank freezer, 
once a meal is used then we will contact our next volunteer on our list to 

 prepare a meal for the freezer. 
 

Please contact Ms Comitti if you are able to assist. 
 



LITERACY/NUMERACY WEEK   
SEPTEMBER 3rd - 9th 

National Literacy/Numeracy Week is 
 celebrated each year to highlight the 

 importance of Literacy and Numeracy skills 
for all Australian students. 

 
On WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 5th from 

6.30- 7.30 pm we will be hosting a FAMILY 
ACTIVITY EVENING at the school where 

 parents and children are invited to come 
along and participate in an enjoyable night 

of fun Literacy and Numeracy games.  
Please keep this date free. 

 
For some fun, educational ideas and  

practical activities to support your child's 
 Literacy and Numeracy learning, visit the 

following website:- 
www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au  

http://www.literacyandnumeracy.gov.au/


 





St Patrick's Primary School would like to invite you to 
our  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Art and Mathematics) 

 
 

 
 
 

Showcasing students learning.  
Discover the fun of STEAM through hands on activ-

ities.  
 

Friday 17th August, 2018.  
 

Interactive times with students: 1.30pm - 3:00pm 
 

Gallery walk through times: 3.15pm - 6.00pm  
 

Where: St Patrick's Primary School  
Multipurpose Hall  

 
Any queries please see Ms Comitti. Thankyou  



  

 

 

 

 

 

Archie MacPherson  
 
 
 
 

Liam Cameron  
 
 

for the excellent sentence you wrote on Jack 
and the Beanstalk using Colourful  

Semantics.  Keep up the great work! 
 
 

for using good reading strategies when  
decoding words.  

 You are becoming a great reader! 

Zachary Ford 
 
 
 

Terea Tojo 

for the fantastic work you have been doing in 
Reading Recovery with Mrs Howard. Keep up 

the great work Zach! 
 

for the hard work you have been putting into 
including full stops and capital letters in your 

writing. Keep it up Terea! 

Xavier Larkin  
 
 

Lillian Smart  

for the fantastic work you have been doing in 
your reading rotations. 

 
 

for the quality of your re-tell and sequence  
Writing. 

Billy Egan  
 
 
 

Eve Jones  

for the terrific helpful attitude you had at camp 
and the amazing attitude you had towards all of 

our learning. 
 

for the amazing attitude you had towards your 
learning at camp and the way you worked with 

others. 

Adi Obi  
 
 
 

Darcy Moloney  

for the great writing and knowledge you have 
shared about the Gold Rush, keep it up! 

 
 

for the work that you have done to research 
and rewrite information about the Gold Rush. 

Jayson Small  
 
 

Miko Hermosilla  

for his fabulous artistic response to his  
independent reading book.  

 

for his persistence in Maths with new concepts. 

Laura Kondis  
 
 

Henry Hemley  

for the work she is putting in on her joined  
cursive writing. 

 
for the wonderful insights he brings to  

classroom discussions. 



TERM 3  

  Important Dates 
Monday 13th Aug— Science week  

 

Friday 24th Aug—Book Week Parade & Grandparents Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 


