


 



 

Dear Families, 
 

St Mary of the Cross Mass 

Everyone is warmly invited to St Mary of the Cross Mass next  
Wednesday 8th August at 10:00am in the School Hall. 
 
 

School Improvement External Review 

We are a school that continues to strive for improvement. Staff have been working tirelessly throughout 
Term 1 and 2 of this year collecting and analysing data and reflecting on our current practice. 
On Tuesday 7th August and Wednesday 8th August we welcome an external review panel who are going to 
be working with members of our school community including, parents, students and staff. The panel com-
prises of an External Reviewer, a Principal from another school and two Educational Consultants. The panel 
will work in collaboration with us over the 2 days to support us as we set priorities for our future School Im-
provement Plan. 

Come and see your child’s curiosity and creativity.. 
This term we are very excited to be showcasing a STEAM Expo. Not only 
will we be showcasing our STEM activities but we also have an artistic ele-
ment provided by our very talented Art teacher Mrs Cox Hayward. 

 

When: Friday 17th August 

Time: The children’s Interactive presentations 

            1:30-3:00pm or/and Gallery walk through    
            3:15-6:00pm 
 
 

The STEAM Expo will show the amazing STEAM thinking of our students 
that covers a wide range of knowledge and skills, which are increasingly in 
demand in a knowledge-based economy and a rapidly changing world. De-

velopment of STEAM skills at all stages of life will also inspire curiosity, creativity, drive, innovation and 
growth. Through an exciting and engaging STEAM education, learners of all ages can acquire skills that will 
give them an edge – so they can be smarter and more innovative and use new and emerging technologies 
to solve problems and extend their knowledge and understanding. We are excited at St Patrick’s Catholic 
Primary School to be developing an expo that showcases our students thinking, creativity and hands on 
problem solving. 
 

Keep this day free… 
 
Book Week and Grandparents (Special Friends) Day. This special event will be celebrated on Friday 24th 
August.  On this day we would love for either the grandparents of the children, or other special persons in 
their lives, to come to the school.  Visitors are invited to watch the parade and participate in various activi-
ties within the classrooms. Following the classroom activities, our special guests are warmly invited to stay 
on for our traditional morning tea in the Hall. 
 
 



 
This article was published in the latest edition of the Ballarat  
Diocesan Magazine: 
 
How do we Engage Families in the Learning of Religious Education? 

 
On Thursday 24

th
 May, 2018 St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School celebrated Catholic Education 

Week with an invitation for our community to ‘Come and See’. 
 
Jim Waight from the Catholic Education Office worked with our teachers and students during their 
Religious Education lessons by conducting Godly Play sessions.   
 
During this time Educational Consultant, Tony Dalton, in partnership with teachers, conducted 
Guided Learning Walks throughout the school. These Guided Learning Walks involved community 
conversations and provided an opportunity for families to be engaged in their children’s learning. 
Due to the high interest from families, two separate learning walks were conducted.  The first 
Learning Walk looked at a Religion lesson with Godly Play and the second Learning Walk looked 
at Religion through an Inquiry lens. Learning walks give the community time to engage in conver-
sations around the current learning that is observed within the classroom. Following the Learning 
Walk further conversations take place where additional questions are asked and knowledge of the 
Religious Education approach is deepened. 
Parent/community engagement and learning was clearly evident  with comments such as: 
‘every child was listened to’, ‘the children were so engaged’, ‘it was very respectful’, ‘different learn-
ing activities were provided’, ‘children were able to abstract ideas with different understandings’. 
 
Our ‘Come and See’  Learning Walks highlighted the current teaching approaches to Religious Ed-
ucation and the diversity of learning that takes place in Catholic schools every day.   
The feedback from families who participated in the Guided Learning Walks was very positive with 
words such as: ‘inclusive’, ‘welcoming’,  ‘more than just signs and symbols’, ‘engaging’. 
At St Patrick’s Catholic Primary School in Stawell we strive to be transparent, inclusive and wel-
coming in partnership with our families. 
 
Liz McIntyre 
Principal 
 
I hope you have a great weekend, 
Liz 



  

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 

 It has been fantastic to see all students enthusiastically engaging in 
their STEAM projects. 

 
Grades 1 / 2 are researching honey bees. 

A Possible question you could ask child could be How do bees make 
honey? 

 
Grades 3 / 4 are researching the Great Barrier Reef and drawing 

waxed fish. 
I wonder if your child might be able to explain to you what the 
Crown of Thorns is? 

 
Grades 5 / 6 are looking at engineering - designing and making 

their project. 
Could your child explain to you what are the parts of the design  
process? 
 
Foundation students will begin their STEAM learning next week. 
 
We are looking forward to seeing as many people as possible at the 
expo. 
Any queries please contact Ms Comitti. 

 Full steam ahead for our…….. 



A little twitter from Pope Francis: 

 

 
Food Bank. 

 
Letters have been sent home today regarding our  school community 

hoping to start a food bank. 
 
What: 
The food bank would consist of wonderful volunteers in our school  
community who have cooked meals that can be frozen.  Containers will 
be available from the school office for the food that volunteers make. 
Meals will require to be nut free and have ingredients listed (for food   
allergies/intolerance purposes) and the date the meal was                
prepared.    Donations of soup/muffins/cake/slices are also welcome. 
 
Who: 
The meals will be distributed to families in our School Community at a 
time when they could benefit from a pre-prepared home cooked 
meal.  It is a lovely way to help people who have just had a baby, had 
an illness or death in the family or just need a helping hand. 
 
How: 
If you know of any family who could benefit from a meal, you simply  
advise Mrs McIntrye or Ms Comitti and we will ensure a meal (s) is sent 
home or delivered to the family home. 
 
The aim will be to have a minimum supply of food in the food bank 
freezer, once a meal is used then we will contact our next volunteer on 
our list to prepare a meal for the freezer. 
 
Any queries please see Ms Comitt. 



 

Grade 5/6 
 
 

Grade 5/6B has come back from their holidays refreshed and 
eager to learn. 

 
In Literacy we have been learning about prefixes, clauses,  

inference and developing our narrative writing skills. We have 
some very interesting and imaginative people in our class 
and this showed through in our stories about a cow and a 
dolphin and also in our silly clauses activity. We ended up 

with a lot of main clauses about bananas but that just made 
adding our subordinate clauses to them even more fun. 

 
During Religion we have been exploring the topic of Creation 

and how it relates to us and our world. We have been         
reflecting on some of the issues facing our world and how we 

can heal it. 
In Maths, the Grade 6s have been developing their             

understanding of equivalent fractions and looking at area and     
perimeter and the connection between both. The Grade 5s 

have been exploring the concept of maths. 
 

Our Inquiry unit for the first half of this term is focusing on 
Colony to Federation. We have recently looked at reasons 
why people came to Australia and how. One of the reasons 

was the Industrial Revolution. 
This week was an exciting week for the Grade 6 students as 
their graduation jumper arrived. They got to wear them for 

their Grade 6 photo on Tuesday and everyone looked       
fantastic. 

We also welcomed back Miss Laura Higgins to our class. 
Miss Higgins is will be with us for two weeks and is looking 

forward to working with us. 





  

 

 

 

 

 

Jackson Notting  
 
 
 

Henry Wadge  

for the excellent work you did when making 
sentences. You know that a sentence starts 
with a capital letter and ends with a full 
stop.  Great work! 

 
for your wonderful work when matching a price 
tag to the correct coin or note.  Keep up the 
hard work! 

Lulu Kane   
 
 

Liam Nicholson  

for her excellent written re-tell of the Cinderella 
fairy tale 
 
 
for his great growth for in maths modules 4-6 

Matilda Egan 
 
 

Lowan Gregory 

For learning how to read all of the 300 col-
oured, most used words. Well done Matilda! 
 
 
for the hard work you put into using your own 
words to write a retell of the story “Little Red 
Riding Hood”. Great job Lowan! 

Alice Nellthorp  
 
 

Heidi Kane  

for all the independence you are showing when 
completing all your tasks at school. This is 
such a great skill to have, well done! 
 
for your fantastic start to St Patrick’s. What a 
pleasure you are to have in our school! 

Miley Shalders  
 
 

Rhianne Guerrero  

for the incredible writing she did for her charac-
ter who was writing home from the 1850s gold 
fields. 
 
for the determination and persistence she is 
showing in learning to tell time to the minute. 

Emily Ross  
 
 

Joshua Prydderch  

for her enthusiasm and commitment to improv-
ing her skills in writing. 
 
for showing great improvements with his read-
ing. Well done Josh! 

Tessa Groves  
 

Laksh Turna  

for the amazing progress she is making in 
Mathematics. 
 
for the fantastic general knowledge he brings to 
classroom discussions. 



TERM 3  

  Important Dates 
 

Monday 13th Aug— Science week  

 

Friday 24th Aug—Book Week Parade & Grandparents Day 

 

 

 





 


